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that the stream of European philosophical thought arose as a theory
of educational procedure remains an eloquent witness to the intimate
connection of philosophy and education. "Philosophy of education"
is not an external application of ready-made ideas to a system
of practice having a radically different origin and purpose: it is
only an explicit formulation of the problems of the formation of
right mental and moral habitudes in respect to the difficulties of
contemporary social life. The most penetrating definition of philoso-
phy which can be given is, then, that it is the theory of education in
its most general phases.
The reconstruction of philosophy, of education, and of social
ideals and methods thus go hand in hand. If there is especial need
of educational reconstruction at the present time, if this need
makes urgent a reconsideration of the basic ideas of traditional
philosophic systems, it is because of the thoroughgoing change in
social life accompanying the advance of science, the industrial
revolution, and the development of democracy. Such practical
changes cannot take place without demanding an educational re-
formation to meet them, and without leading men to ask what ideas
and ideals are implicit in these social changes, and what revisions
they require of the ideas and ideals which are inherited from older
and unlike cultures. Incidentally throughout the whole book, ex-
plicitly in the last few chapters, we have been dealing with just
these questions as they affect the relationship of mind and body,
theory and practice, man and nature, the individual and social, etc.
In our concluding chapters we shall sum up the prior discussions
with respect first to the philosophy of knowledge, and then to the
philosophy of morals.
Summary, After a review designed to bring out the philosophic
issues implicit in the previous discussions, philosophy was defined
as the generalized theory of education. Philosophy was stated to be a
form of thinking, which, like all thinking, finds its origin in what is
uncertain in the subject matter of experience, which aims to locate
the nature of the perplexity and to frame hypotheses for its clearing
up to be tested in action. Philosophic thinking has for its differentia
the fact that the uncertainties with which it deals are found in
widespread social conditions and aims, consisting in a conflict of
organized interests and institutional claims. Since the only way